CORE COMPETENCIES

The University of North Alabama’s General Education Program courses present the essential characteristics and basic processes of inquiry and analysis in the discipline, encourage the development of critical thinking and communication skills, and require students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge. This broad intellectual experience, common to all students earning baccalaureate degrees from the University, provides a foundation for success in the major programs and assures that graduates possess a breadth of knowledge and competencies necessary for success in their community, state, and nation; and for an ability to continue to the process of learning throughout their lifetimes. The five Core Competencies are as follows:

1. Effective Communication – The ability to communicate orally, and/or in writing in a variety of contexts

2. Critical Thinking – The ability to state, understand, and evaluate arguments and evidence

3. Use of Existing and New Technologies – The ability to incorporate and use cutting-edge/modern tools of the discipline

4. Analysis and Reasoning – The ability to understand and evaluate complex data, information, or arguments

5. Seeking out and Acquiring Knowledge – The ability to understand and employ various methodologies for the purpose of seeking out and acquiring knowledge
